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U.S. SCIENTISTS SUPPORT SOVIET COLLEAGUE ON TRIAL 
ANNCR: 

SIXTY MEMBERS -=- ALL PIIYSICISTS -- OF THE U.S. 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES HAVE SIGNED A PETITION ON 
BEHALF OF ANDREI TVERDOKHLECOV, A PROMINENT SOVIET 
PHYSICIST WHO HAS BEE! INPRISONED FOR THE LAST ELEVE!! 
MONTHS. VOA SCIENCE EDITOR LASZLO DOSA PREPARED THIS 
BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

THE SIGNERS OF THE PETITIO:! IiHCLUDE THIRTEEN NOBEL 
PRIZE WINNERS. THEY AND THEIR COLLEAGUES WANTED TO EXPRESS 
THEIR CONCERN OVER THE FATE OF ANDREI TVYERDOKHLEECOV AND TO 
URGE THAT INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS BE PERMITTED AT HIS TRIAL. 

THE PETITION WAS RELEASED CY THE FEDERATION OF AMERICAN 
SCIENTISTS, A THIRTY=YEAR-OLD ORGAHIZATION CONCERNED WITH 
PROBLEMS OF SCIENCE AND SOCIETY. THE FEDERATION ANNOUNCED 
EARLIER THIS MONTH THAT IT HAD ITNIFORMATION SUGGESTING THAT THE 
LONG-AWAITED TRIAL OF SOVIET PHYSICIST AND HUNAN RIGHT ACTIVIST 
ANDREI TVERDOKHLECOV, 1S SCHEDULED TO BEGIN MARCH FIFTEENTH, 

TVERDOKHLEBOV, A COLLEAGUE AND CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF IIODEL 
PEACE PRIZE WIIINER ANDREI SAKHAROV, IS KNOW! IN INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLES FOR HIS RESEARCH INTO THE NATURE OF 
MECHANICAL VIBRATION, AS THE FIRST SECRETARY OF THE AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL GROUP IN THE SOVIET UNION, HE ALSO ACTED AS A 
PUBLIC DEFENDER LAI'YER AND \!AS REGARDED AS ONE OF THE LAST 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SO-CALLED ANALYTIC TREND IN THE HUMAS 
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RIGHTS HiOVENENT. It! OTHER WORDS, HE FOCUSED HIS ATTENTION 
ON EXACTLY WHAT THE SOVIET LA!! SAID AND THE WAY IT WAS 
APPLIED. IN THIS RESPECT, THE FEDFRATION OF AMERICA 
SCIENTISTS POINTS OUT THAT "TVCRDOMHLECOV PAID THE SOVIET 
LEGAL SYSTEM THE COMPLIMENT OF TAKIi!G IT SERIOUSLY." 

THE SCIENTIST-LAWYER WAS ARRESTED ELEVEN MONTHS AGO FOR 
ALLEGED ANTI-SOVIET SLANDER. ACCORDING TO SOVIET LAI, THIS 
OFFENSE INVOLVES DISSENINATING IitFORMATION! KNCI! TO BE FALSE 
BY THE ACCUSED. THE STATENEIT OF THE FEDERATIOI OF AMERICAN 
SCIENTISTS NOTES THAT "IN FACT, UNFORTUNATELY, LITTLE EFFORT 
IS NORMALLY HiADE Il! SOVIET COURTS TO ESTALLIS!I! THE INCORRECTNESS 
OF THE CRITICISMS OR FACTS DISSEMINATED, AND WHEN EFFORTS ARE 
NADE TO SHOW THE INACCURACY OF THE DATA, NO EFFORT IS USUALLY 
NADE TO ESTABLISH THAT Tilt FACTS ERE KNOMN TO BE FALSE AND 
DISSEMINATED ANYWAY," WHICH MUST SE SHOLYN UNDER SOVIET LAt', 

THE STATENENT ALSC POINTS QUT THAT UNDER SOVIET LAI!, 
TVERDOKIILEBOV YAS SUPPOSED TO BE TRIED NO LATER THAN NINE 
NONTHS FOLLOWING IIIS ARREST, IN FACT, HIS PRE-TRIAL 
DETENTION HAS ALREADY EXCEEDED THE LEGAL LIi1IT BY TWO MONTHS. 
THESE ACTIONS AGAII!ST TVEROOKHLECOV, SAYS THE STATENENT OF THE 
FEDERATION OF ANERICAN SCIENTISTS, ARE IN DIRECT VIOLATION OF 
THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT IN WHICH THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER 
SIGNATORIES PLEOGED THEMSELVES TO PROMOTE AND ENCOURAGE THE 
EFFECTIVE EXERCISE OF CIVIL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, 
CULTURAL AND OTHER RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS. 

CopT) Iti A RELATED DEVELOPHENT, NEARLY THYO-HUNDRED 
AMERICAI! ASTRONOMERS SIGNED A PETITION TO SOVIET PRESIDENT 
PODGORNY ON BEHALF OF ASTROPHYSICIST KRONID LYUBARSKY. THE 
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AMERICAN SCIENTISTS REQUESTED HIS RELEASE FROM JAIL WHERE HE 
HAS ALREADY COMPLETED FOUR YEARS OF A FIVE-YEAR SENTENCE FOR 
OISTRIBUTING THE UNDERGROUND PUBLICATIO!, "CHRONICLE OF CURRENT 
EVENTS." LYULARSKY IS IN POOR HEALTH AND HIS AMERICAN 
COLLEAGUES ARE GREATLY CO!ICERIED THAT HE NAY NOT SURVIVE 
THE REMAINING ONE YEAR OF THIS TERM. CEND OPT) 
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